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Subject: Letter of Permission to Enter West Mojave Desert Ecological Reserve to 
Translocate Desert Tortoises from the Victorville 2 Hybrid Power Project 

Dear Mr. Roberts, 

This letter is to grant permission to your agents named below, working in cooperation 
with the Department of Fish and Game (Department), to enter certain areas (see 
attached map) within the West Mojave Desert Ecological Reserve (Reserve), located in 
San Bernardino County, to conduct desert tortoise translocation and monitoring 
activities as described below. The Department desires to gather preliminary data on the 
feasibility of re-establishing or augmenting desert tortoise populations using surplus 
animals removed from disturbed areas. Desert tortoises will be translocated to 
Department land from the Victorville 2 Hybrid Power Project. 

Permission is hereby granted to the individuals named in the Memorandum of 
Understanding Between the Department and Mr. Michael Wilcox (MOU) to enter the 
Reserve to conduct desert tortoise surveys, construct artificial burrows, construct and 
remove temporary fencing if necessary, and conduct desert tortoise monitoring, as 
described below. All activities described below will be permitted under Scientific 
Collection Permit (SCP # 801024-03) and the MOU described above. 

Please be advised this Letter of Permission to Enter contains the Department's 
requirements for the translocation of desert tortoises onto Department lands. This 
state authorization does not necessarily create an entitlement to proceed with the 
Victorville 2 Hybrid Power Project. As the Permittee, you are responsible for 
complying with all other applicable state, federal, and local laws, and it is your 
responsibility to obtain any required federal authorization or permits associated 
with the described project activities, including the translocation activities 
referenced in this letter. 

Desert tortoise surveys shall be conducted as follows: Prior to translocation of tortoises, 
a site walkover to ensure the best location for the translocated tortoises shall be 
completed. Within the 100-acre area where tortoises will be translocated, a 100% 

Conserving Ca[ifornia's Wi[d[ije Since 1870
 






